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Improving education infra in remote areas among priorities
Published on Daily Express: Tuesday, April 08, 2025
By: David Thien

Kota Kinabalu: The Sabah Infrastructure Development Plan 2025 should prioritise upgrading
dilapidated schools, expanding digital connectivity and increasing boarding facilities to ensure
consistent education for students in remote areas, according to Prof. Vincent Pang of UMS.

“Improvements should also extend to enhancing sanitation facilities, ensuring students have
access to clean water and providing electricity through renewable energy sources such as solar
panels to support digital learning tools,” he said.

This was highlighted in Sabah Action Body Advocating Rights (Sabar) and Kopitiam Council
Podcast’s second episode of “Voices to Action” on March 21.

Pang and Datuk Mohd Hanafiah bin Mohd Kassim, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Science, Technology and Innovation spoke to hosts Adi and Haffisz.

Building mobile classrooms in areas with difficult access can also improve learning
opportunities for isolated communities.

These mobile units should be equipped with modern educational resources, internet
connectivity and adaptable learning spaces that cater to children of varying age groups and
educational needs.

Mobile teachers can also be assigned to accompany these classrooms to ensure students
receive dedicated instruction tailored to their unique learning challenges.

“Improving rural transport networks would further reduce commuting challenges for both
students and teachers. Developing safer roads, expanding waterway connections for coastal
villages and introducing dedicated school transport services can improve attendance rates and
provide students with safer, more reliable access to education,” Prof. Vincent said.

He said financial hardships make it difficult for families to afford essentials like uniforms,
transportation and stationeries.

This financial strain often forces children to leave school prematurely to support their families.
For some families, investing in education is viewed as a secondary priority when faced with the
immediate need for food, shelter and other basic necessities.

He recalled a 2019 Unicef Malaysia study which identified economic hardship as the leading
factor preventing children from continuing their education.
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Many families rely on children to assist with household chores, care for younger siblings, or
contribute financially to the family.

This situation is particularly prevalent in rural farming and fishing communities, where children
may be expected to help tend crops, fish, or other economic activities.

“In such cases, children’s education becomes secondary to economic survival. Additionally,
indirect costs such as extracurricular expenses and digital learning tools further strain already
struggling households, making continued schooling an unrealistic goal for some families.

“Economic hardship also has a noticeable impact on nutrition, which in turn affects students’
cognitive development and concentration in class.

“Many children in rural areas experience inadequate and unbalanced diets long before they
start school, and this malnutrition hinders their academic performance,” he said.

=END =

"Sabah Voices to Action - Shaping Sabah's Future Together" is a citizen-driven, non-
partisan initiative running from March to June 2025, dedicated to amplifying Sabahans' voices,
fostering meaningful discussions, and shaping policies on education, healthcare, public
infrastructure, and good governance.

Join the Movement:
https://www.sabar.org.myv/action/#join-movement

Podcast Channel:
https: outube.com/@kopitiamcouncil

Contact and Follow Us:

Website: https://sabar.org.my/action/

Email: action@sabar.org.my
Facebook: facebook.com/sabar.org

Instagram: @sabar.org.my
TikTok: @sabar.org.my

Together, we can build a stronger, more inclusive Sabah!
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Focusing on sustainable forestry practices and biodiversity conservation
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Improving education infra in
remote areas among priorities

David Thien

KOTA KINABALU: The Sabah Infrastrac
ture Devels ot Flan 2035 should pri-
ocitise upgrading dlapidated schooks,
cxpanding  digital coansctiwly and
seasing boarding tacilities to ensure
comsistent education far students In
remate areas, accarding 1o Prol Vincent
Puzg of UMS.

*lmgrovements should ako extend 1o
enhanciog sanitation Lcllities, ensuring
stodents bave access 1o clean water and
providing electricity theaugh renewable
energy sources such as solar pasels (o
suppoat digical learning toall” he sald

This wies l‘.:g.nllyhh.d in Sabah Action
Body Advocating Rights (Sabar) and
Kopitam  Councdl Podcast’s  second
epivads of “Voikees 1o Actian” o Masch 25

Pang and Darak Mohd Hasafiab bin
Mot Kassim, Permanent Secretary in the
Mindstyy of Science, Techuology and Inno-
vation \I:d.c o hosts Adi and Hatfisy.

Buldieg mobide cassroams bn areas
with ditficud access can alva Improve
learniog oppeatunitses for isoluted cam-
munities

Dese moblle  units should  be
equipped  with moders  educational
resources, dnternet conpsectivisy and
adaptable leambng spaces that cater to
children of varving age groups and edo-
cational needs

Mobile teachers ¢an also be aglgnad 1o
accompuny these classiooms 10 ensure
students teceive dedicated tnuction fai-
hxn: 10 thelr unigue leaming challenges.

dodas WU Bansport eetworks
Wold firiher redds cammating ¢hal-
lenges for both students and seachers
Developing saler roads, expanding wicer-
nections foe coistal villages and
ing dedicated schoal transport
services can improve attendance fates
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and peovide students with seder, more
redlable access 1o education” Prof. Vi
cent sald

He waid Bnandal hardships make it
dillicult Sar families to aflord essentials
ke undforms, rranspostation and sta-
tioneties

This flnanclal sraln aften foeces chil
deen to Jewve schoal prematueely t sup

t their families. For soane families,
investing In education is viswed as a sec.
oadary priovity when faced with the
lmmedisse need far food, shelter and
other busic pecesities.

He recalled a 2019 Unscef Madaysia
study which ddentified ecomomic hard
shipas the leading factor preventiog chil-
dren froms continuing thelr education.

Manry Lunbiies rely on chilldren to assist
with househald chores, care for younges
sibdings, or contribute flsancally w the
Lamidy.

This situation & particularly peevaleat
b raral fumsing end Behing commus
ties, where chiddren iy be expeeted to
belp tend crops, fish, or othes evonomic
activities

*In such cases, children’s education
becomes secandary o economic survival
Addaionally, indirect sech as
exracarricolas expenses and  digital
leanuing tools further strain already
straggling househakls, making contin-
ued schooling an unsealistic goal foa
Lamilies.
conomic hardship akso his a notice
able impact on nutrition, which in fum
afteces stodents” cognitive development
and concentration i cass

“Many children in raral aress experl.
ence nadequate and unbalinced diets
losg before they stans school, and this
ssalnusrition Nindess thele academic pee-
formance,” be sasd.
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