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‘Make enforcement agencies only answer parliament, not PM’

Published on Daily Express: Sunday, June 08, 2025
By: David Thien

Kota Kinabalu: Political interference into certain investigations will always be suspected whenever one
hears the authorities say there is insufficient evidence and therefore, “everything is dropped.”

“Whether that is true or not, because of the lack of transparency the public will be left speculating,” said
former Sabah Law Society (SLS) President Datuk Roger Chin.

He was speaking at a NGO Sabar—Kopi Tiam council podcast recently on “Why is Sabah Struggling?
Unpacking GLCs, Corruption & Lost Billions”.

He said to enjoy full public confidence there must be non-interference by notifications in enforcement
agencies and those like the MACC cannot be answerable to whoever is the Prime Minister but to
parliament.

“If it is parked under the Prime Minister’s Department, it means that investigations are under the
discretion of the Prime Minister.

“Parliament should be empowering our enforcement agencies. Going back to our State Water
Department case, you had people charged but some got off by returning part of the loot.

“In no country in the world, whether you are turning Crown witness or witness for the prosecution,
would you be let off.

“You get a reduced sentence instead. You still need to go to jail, but for a slightly lesser time. But
Malaysia Boleh. Sabah Boleh. | just need to pay back some of what | took and | am off completely by
becoming state witness. There is something wrong there. When you have this sort of thing going on,
there will be this perception that there is political interference. Politicians must stay out and not exert
any pressure on the enforcement agencies.”

He said this goes for the judiciary as well. “Don’t mess with the Judiciary.

“If you let the enforcement agencies and judiciary do their work, you will find Malaysia in a much better
place.”

He cited neighbour Singapore’s zero tolerance for corruption.
“Malaysia was way ahead of everybody in Southeast Asia for a very long time.

“| give you an example, the Malaysia Singapore Airlines or MSA. Basically was Malaysia Airlines. When
Singapore split from Malaysia, what happened was we got practically all of MSA.
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“Singapore was left with nothing. What has happened in the 50 years, 60 years that followed? Where is
Malaysia Airlines and where is Singapore Airlines?

“Fifty years ago, Hong Kong was nothing. We had Sabahans who would be buying up property in Hong
Kong because it was so cheap for them.

“They made so much money in Sandakan from timber that they would buy a lot of property in Hong
Kong. | knew of Sabahans who would have like 10, 20 apartments in Hong Kong’s Causeway Bay, which
is real prime real estate now worth 10 million Hong Kong dollars each. They were like nothing 50 years
ago.

“Taiwan was certainly nothing. It was probably just paddy fields. A lot of agriculture land. Korea was
nowhere.

“We have reached a point where we are behind many other countries.”

This year, Malaysia is the chair of Asean and | doubt we can catch up with many of them like Thailand.
Even Vietnam may soon go past us.

“Indonesia, in a few years would have overtaken us. Cambodia is also flying very high.”

He said what Malaysia with corruption and flawed policies would be left to compete with places like
Myanmar and the Philippines.

“All they need to do is to get a right leader like Jokowi who can rally the troops together and they will fly
because they have everything to make it much better than what they are.

“You know who is behind us by looking at who is working in our restaurants. Filipinos and some
Indonesians, but not for long. The real story is whether our children will be maids in another country.
Hence, he said, Malaysia cannot afford to waste any more time.on a lot of corruption cases,” he said.
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"Sabah Voices to Action - Shaping Sabah's Future Together' is a citizen-driven, non-
partisan initiative running from March to June 2025, dedicated to amplifying Sabahans' voices,
fostering meaningful discussions, and shaping policies on education, healthcare, public
infrastructure, and good governance.

Join the Movement:
https://www.sabar.org.my/action/#join-movement

Podcast Channel:
https: outube.com/@kopitiamcouncil

Contact and Follow Us:

Website: https://sabar.org.my/action/

Email: action@sabar.org.my
Facebook: facebook.com/sabar.org

Instagram: @sabar.org.my
TikTok: @sabar.org.my

Together, we can build a stronger, more inclusive Sabah!

 Championing Sabah’s Rights”
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KOTA KINABALU: Gabungan Rakyar Sabah
(GRS) is not desperate to form political
alliances, said Darau Parti Gagasan Rakyat
Sabah Chief Datuk Raxali Razs

GRS' primary focus remains on deliver.
ng results for Sabah, he added.

“The formulawe have right now is work
ing and we are not in need of anyone else”
he said referring to the existing GRS and
Pakatun Harapan Plus alliance.

“Whether ochers want to jain us of not,
our focus is to wosk and deliver on oar
proenises. Wi are not fantasising or playing
games in the media

“We are simply walking the talk and
focusing an what's good for the people of
Sabah. At the end of the day, the peaplewsll
decde,” he said.

He was addressing recent remarks by
Sabah Umno's Datuk Suhaimi Nasir calling

GRS 2 “fragment™ of past political focces.

Razals emphasised that the creation of
GRS was based on the needs and aspira
tions of the people of Sahah who are seek
ing chan

“We are not mizzested in past glory. . We
are striving to achieve progress based on
the Sabah Maju Java roadmap. This = new
palitics, nae based an local needs. Ous pri
ocity has always been the people’s welfare

“We listened and formed 3 new party

based on local content. That's our
equation. GRS embraces inclusivity and
does not believe in Labeliing others Instead,
we recognise and appreaate good people,
regardiess of backgroand.” be sad

Razal said what's smportant now for
Sahah is continmity, and to ensure that, the
state must have stabilary

“That's why we need 2 strong govern
ment. Right now, we have 3 fanctoning

simple

Son, and sbove all. our shased objective is
fox the peogle of Sabal s that wingle.” be

programme on .‘,J.g_.s where packs
edupes (g _.Doa’:.:"a:i ;:rd.h__n.ﬂ'.pl

fing to him, 200 members have
day and night to prepare the meals.
he agenda, be sid was to vise

rooted m ancerity. T 3
sangles from the benefiters”™ he said adding
thae Doraw has over 32,000 voters.
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Razali (3~ fram left) aad others during the Kehupis preparatioss

‘Make enforcement agencies
only answer p’ment, not PM’

David Thien

KOTA KINABALLL Politi
<al mtesference into cer
taim investigations will
always be suspected
whenever coe hears the
autharities say there is
insufficient  evidence
and therefore, “every
thing i dro i

“Whether that ks true or not, because of
the Lack of £ transparency the public will be
left speculating,” said former Sabah Law
Society {SIS) Pressdent Datuk Roger Chin
(pic).

He was speaking at 3 NGO Sabar-Kopi
Tiam counci! podcast recently on “Why is
Sabah Struggling? Unpacking GLCs, Cor
ruptian & Last Bellions'

He said to enjoy full public confidence
there must be non-interference by notifics.
tions in enforcement agencies and those
like the MACC cannot be answerable to
whoever is the Prime Miniszer but 1o paslia
ment.

I it Is parked under the Prime Minis
ter's Department, it means that investiga
tians are undes the discretion of the Prime
Minister.

“Pastiament should be empowering our
enfarcement agencies. Gong back 10 our
State Water Department case, you had peo-

¢ %@R&

ple charged but some got off by reterning
part of the Soot

“In no comnsry in the wardd, whether
are tuming Crown witness o7 witness foc

the p(m:n.yuun would vou be ke

Heleh1 Yt o gy ik svme oot

1100k and | am off completedy by becoming
state witness. There &5 \_u-..ez.s iRy wIong
there. When you bave thes sart o 33
going oa, there will be this percepeitn’ x‘u:
there is political interference. Politicas
st sty aut and Dot exert any pressareon
the enforcement agenciec”

He said thes goes for the judiciary aswell

*Dan't mess with the fudscary,
“1f wou Iet the enforcement sgenaes e

jodiciary do their work, you will f
Malaysia in 2 much becter pl

Witete s Sigapore Kirirmes
“Rity years ago, Hoog Koag was noth

;,la‘::; 1 knew of

ments in Hong Kong’s Causeway Bay, which
isreal pome real estate now worth 10 mil
Eon Hong Xoog dollars each. They were like
nothing 30 years ago.

“Lawan was certaindy nothing, It was
probably just paddy fields. A lot of agricul
ture Langd Konea was nowhbere.

“We have reached 2 point where we are
bekind many sther countres.”

This year, Malsysia is the chair of Asean
and I doubt we can catch up with many of
them [ike Thailand Even Vietnam may
$COn go Past us

“Indonesia, in a few years would have
evertaken us. Cambodia s also Sying very
bigh”

g}‘: saad what Malaysia with commaption
and fawed policies would be left to com
pete with places like Myanmar and the
:hluP

All they need to do is to get 2 oght
leader like jokow: who can rally the troops
MREA RS HS O ) because they have
everything to make o much better than
what they are

"You know wha is behind us by looking
at who is working i our restaurants. B
spinas and some Indonesians, but not for
long, The real story is whether car children
waill be maids in another country. Hence, he
said, Malaysiz cannot afford to waste any
moce time
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‘Explain 12
MoUs worth
RM20b under
Warisan' call

KINABALU
Moyo; Gagasan
Rakyat Youth Chief
Lee Ka Lk (pic)
sammed  Elopura
Assemblyman Calvin
Chong's criticism of
the RAM3: ballion Esteel
steel projece, accusing

KOTA

ocri Ng anSWers
about Wansan's own unfulfilled invest
ment promises.

Ina starement, here, Tharsday, Lee chal
lenged Calvin to first explain what hap.
pered to 1 memorandums of
understanding woeth RMzo billion that
former Chief Mimister Datuk §
Apdal signed with Chinese comp
Agil 2019.

“Untl today, nobody knows which
companies were invalved, which projects
were impl 1, how much i n
materiatised or how many jobs were cre
ared from thase MoU<" Lee said, criticis.
ing the lack of public reporting on the
deals.

He contrasted this with the current
administratica’s bandling of the Esteel
project, saying it has been transparent
from the begrnning with clear disclosure
of investors and regulatory processes.

“The difference is crystal clear, GRS-'H
Pluas is delivering real investments with
transparency, not just signing Maolls for
photo opportunities,” Lee said.

$le arrmend Warican af heing anshle tn




