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Expert: Relocation of airport example of on-off planning
Published on Daily Express: Wednesday, May 07, 2025
By: David Thien

Kota Kinabalu: Sabahans suffered from confusion because with every change of State Government,
development plans also got changed or sidelined.

An example is the replacement airport for the Kota Kinabalu International Airport (KKIA), one of the
subjects discussed at the NGO Sabar — Kopitiam Council “Sabah Voices to Action” podcast, recently.

It was hosted by talk show stars Adi and Haffisz on “Sabah’s infrastructure and Housing Challenges: No
end in sight. What is holding back progress?” Chartered property surveyor Sr. Raja Sundra Lingam @
Sunny Kelvin and engineer Ir. Lo Chong Chiun were guests.

Raja said local plans or structural plans are mostly in draft forms, that means nothing is fixed, there is no
certainty. “Tomorrow, the planning authorities can change the plans, if they want to.”

Lo said the local plans or structural plans are not gazetted.

Raja questioned building or relocating to a new airport in Kimanis which has no good infrastructure
linkage to the new airport like travelling to KLIA.

“People will have to travel three to four hours, and those from Kudat may have to sleep overnight,
incurring more expenses.

“Fast rail or high speed rail would be needed,” said Raja, adding that in his mind the location is not that
suitable although it is very flat in the Kampung Madahan area. He said it is also very close to the SOGT
which is a fire risk hazard area.

“KKIA is still able to cater to the airport passenger numbers. So now they have got their act together and
said that they will expand KKIA with more money to cater to the rising passenger volume,” Raja said.

He noted that in the past, every State government mulled relocating or building a new airport in Sikuati,
Kudat, Kota Belud or Tuaran, besides the Kimanis, with interested parties lobbying for the project.

Raja spoke about the proposed Private Funding Initiative for railway which is great for tourism but has
yet to be realised for public transportation.

The PBS government wanted to build a railway connection to the Kota Kinabalu Industrial Park (KKIP)
and the previous State government wanted to build a railway to Kudat with a new international port.

Now there is a proposal for a Pan-Borneo railway when the Pan-Borneo Highway can only be fully
completed by 2029. There was even a proposed sky train for the State capital by a politician in the past.
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Lo spoke on the challenging problems of land acquisition for projects in Sabah.
“If the land is not readily available, then the project just cannot kick off. Then there is the budget issue.

“The weak Land Acquisition Ordinance needs to be updated to be more equitable in public interests as
the current compensation matter has to be at arm’s length deal so this is very outdated. We need to
update the law to benefit more people from easier land acquisition.”

He cited the example of building a dam for water supply which until today has not started after changes
in government. There was then the proposed Kaiduan Dam and now the Papar Dam still in the pipeline.

“Actually there was a plan to have a Bus Rapid Transportation (BRT) system during the late Prime
Minister Abdullah Badawi’s time which was a long time ago,” said Lo.

“It was allocated RM1 billion but somehow it was not spent, we don’t know why. So, in terms of public
transportation, we are actually very, very far behind.”

Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) is a high-quality public transportation system designed to provide faster and
more efficient bus services in cities. It operates on dedicated lanes, has fewer stops, and uses modern
buses to improve speed and reliability.

It was even reported that a GLC, Warisan Harta, now known as Qhazanah Sabah Berhad was looking into
electric buses, and went to visit a factory in China for the purpose.

Warisan Harta was also given the mandate to exploit Sabah’s hydropower potential but did not develop
anything substantial then.
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"Sabah Voices to Action - Shaping Sabah's Future Together' is a citizen-driven, non-
partisan initiative running from March to June 2025, dedicated to amplifying Sabahans' voices,
fostering meaningful discussions, and shaping policies on education, healthcare, public
infrastructure, and good governance.

Join the Movement:
https://www.sabar.org.my/action/#join-movement

Podcast Channel:
https: outube.com/@kopitiamcouncil

Contact and Follow Us:

Website: https://sabar.org.my/action/

Email: action@sabar.org.my
Facebook: facebook.com/sabar.org

Instagram: @sabar.org.my
TikTok: @sabar.org.my

Together, we can build a stronger, more inclusive Sabah!
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‘Tram servicing
Putatan, Kepayan
and KK can
boost tourism’

BOTH speakers were 00t sure why the rail-
way line that used to link Medalap, Tenom
eselion Wharl was dismantied. Bat
oplned that it would have been an
advantage 1o have & tram like in Hong
Kong and in Awsiralia, rnaing up and
Gon from Putatan, Xa.| & U ta Kin-
abalu, 2 boost to tourists’ intel Othes
than Hony, Xong, according o Lo, caly
freight trains ase praficable

L0 said Sabah’s train service & noc rell-
able. 1 it is seliable, people would as it,
although the State government would
have to subnddise cOMMUTES 108N SETVICES
as a seevice to the community and cur-
rently most goods are transpocted by loe-
e

“Cosmuter traies do not make profs,”
Lo sald, noting past ncidents of deradl-
meat, landslides thar blocked the Tenom-
Beadon route, with many villagess using
their pwn makeshilt polley pansport sys-

istics - good and elfl.
cient poats, good raad nesworks, rall
warehousing are wery importans to indus-
tria} dnr‘u,tm 3
The Ministry of Indestty has ansousced
three industrial parks, and the manage-
mend wanted to control the developm
with theiz own pawer and water sy
These utility authorities whoanly want (o
pretect their own parf and the Stale gov-
ernment woudd have 1o cooperate and
make these developments a suocess
3wk 1t knrem how many maore fea-
sibility studies have to be dane for badd-
abuan beidge, U linked with a
.-b hspeed train, the Labean Intemaronal
Alrpett can be wised & anocher slrpot (o
serve Sabab
Raja also ralked oo the need for wban
Reration s the next trend & many
s are actually getting older and
the end of their litespan®
He cited his experience In managing
odder bulldings and the case of the Sin.
suran shopping Complex ln the e cap-

stal, Sdeal for & commercial  hotel
redevelopaent xone area.
Faj opined thar the Land Sebwidiary

Enactment & an archaic law that
e updated 1o bring che mvatwal
cansent voting theeshold down from 00
per cent for endocsing redevelopasent of
odd bsikdings.

*We are not using West Balaysla’s
Strata Management At ar the Urban
Renewal Actin Sabul” he sisd

He wyad thatlands should be proveded
u-lhcﬁt e GOVErnanent of Its agencies for
using schemes, rather than
p o developers o provide
alfardable howsing,

Both speakers emphissed the lmpor-
tance of having compeehensive informa-
tions an the resource potential in all the
stace’s land areas and gasetted Jocal and
strocturad placs with buikding informa-
tion modelling data, digical mags, gecspa-
dal data, utilicy lLap;uny for newes
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Expert: Relocation of airport
example of on-off planning

David Thien

KOTA KINABALL: Sabahans sudlered from
confudon because with every change of
State Government, development plans
also got changed ar sidelined.

An example is the replicement alrport
for the Kota Kinabalu International Air-
pout (KKIA ), one of che subjocts discussed
ar the NGO Sabar - Kopdrians Councsl
“Sabih Veloes to Acthan” podoast, recently.

It wiss hosted by talk show stass Adi
and Haffiz oo “Sebah's infrastnecnice sod
Housing llenges No end in sight
What is bolding back progress?™

d sed property sarveyor St Raja
m @ Sunny Kelin and cm,.
niun were guests,

Rajasaid locsd plans of strectursd plans
are mostly in drafi foems, that means
pothing & lixed, there Is no certal
“Toasorrow, the pl.mnin, autho
change the plans, ¥ they want to.”

Lo sald the local plans or structural
plans are not gazetted.

Raja questioned building or relecating
[0 a oew airpert in Kimanis which has no

neet I 1o Che

good lafistructure linkige to the new
wrpor like traveiling to KA.

"People will hive to trawef thaee to foar
houss, and those Irom Kudar may hive to
skeep overnight, incurring meore expenses.

st il oc high speed raid would be
needal” sald Raji adding that in his mind
e location ks not that sultable aithough
it is wery flat in the Kamgpung Madahan
wres He sisd it is also very close to the
SOGT which is a fire visk haxard area

“KKEA 6 still able to cater to the alcpoct
pasenger numbers. So now they have got
their sct togesher and said that they will
expand XKLA with more money to cater (o
he yeboy passenger volume,” Raja said

He neted that in the past, every Stace
government mulled relocating or bulldény
& new alrpoat in Sikuadi, Kudat, Kots Belud
of Tuatap, be: the Kimanis, with Lates-
ested panties Johbying for the project

Raja spoke about the propased Private
Funding Initative for zailway wiich i
for courlsm bat has yet tobe realised
to¢ public transporation.

The PRS governasent wanted o hulld &

H VDICES TO ACTIO
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e parking space st KKIA being utilised by visitors

..llvu wnmuu-m to the Kota Xisabalu
k (KXIP} and the p(ruou:.
State yuwmmcm wanied to buidd 1 il
way to Kndat with a new interaatiooal
ort. Now there is a paop okl foc a Pan.
orneo railway when the Pan-Bomeo

Highway can anly be fally compleced by
2009 There was even a proposed siy rain
for the State capital by a politician’in the
past

p spoke on the chullengiag probdems

- s\mt.nn lor prajects in Sabal
the land & not readily wallable,
en the project yast cannot ek off. Then
there is the budyet issue.

“The weak Land Mqunumu Ondinance
needs ta be updated to be more equitable
in pablic interests as the cusvent compen-
sation matter has o be at ares's length
Aeal so 1his is very ourdated. We need 10
update the law to benelit moce people
from easser Land sequisition”

He cited the example of bailding a dam
for water supply which untl teday his not
ted after dranges in government
Thete was then the peoposed Kisduan

Youths urged to check voter reglstratlon status

Irwaty Mellisa

KIOTA KINABALLL Yout®s aged 18 and abowe
e urged to chock theie vuhllq(nlln on
staties & preparation foc th S
Elextion (PRN), expected 1o Lake place this
year

This call was mude by Yobidi Gow
Polatical Secretary to the Deputy Chiel M
Cer comts Migister of Local el ancl
Housng, who cophaisad the impatisce of
this acChoe 1o ensule steamy suppart foe
Gabungan Xakyar Sabah (GS )

He st a i pes wies Tor GBS woudd goar-
antee the cotinuity of developaiest acras
Sabuh, including in Xuodicarny,

“Pulitical stabsility is ¢ racial (o esuge sus-
tainabile develipoiens peuple”

He tiade the statemnent while sepocsent-
lieg D Joachim Gunsalass at the lassch of
e Healthy and Safe Community Pro-
gramme held s Kampuny Pasawencal,
recently

The peogounmme browghe togetber kcal

Yabidi
proventing
fosd basket
contribu-

o
during
the pro-
Lramme.

are Muhdy sinificas o they no! oely
increase public ksowledge oo health asd
safety isues but ibso weengilen the bonk
anong community members

He b expresaed approcation o goweii-
et agencies sudh i the Ranais Health
Departmest, Rans Rre and Rescue Depat-
ment asd the Royel Malaysia Pelice [FORM)
Rasau for thei mu‘-em.ua aed wahuble

residents and pearhy commustics i oan  dont@adions through Ll sed deseoasine-
effout o s amarenca aabealthand alety  ons
Inaticn The peograsame leatenod free healih

It wis ongusised by e Kampung
Pinawasaui Residents Association in cellad-
oration with the e Developesent and

development, 1o e read

Secarity €

oppociunitics, other thin luuhllg

Wih cooedinaced data integrated and
updated information will boast proper
and better developmes

This will save & Lot of costs in the long
1un for respumihlo and elfective Stare
plannisg which is very lmportans fos
Sabub's development,

ittec (KKK}
Accordiey 10 YulNd such peagranines

Embrace managemen

PUTRAJAYA: Milaysia’s pubtlic sexeor st
embrace mansgement acountin
oes Lo ulumc lu.wml Saandia

screenings and talks an deea evention,
fite salety wsd porsonad and cosnmunity
safety peactices

Yedod added that simar programescs

ol be heddi ceyguliely, withs the addition

“Since its roliot in 2020, several min-
istries hive implemented manigessent
acconsating effectively. However, as of 2024,
statistics show there = stll room for

of actadies wach as mental heakh swarcecss
workadiops wad initiatives to address social
Bsues

“Make 0 use of opportunities like i
and strive Lo make pos village 2 model ol
Bealthy snd safe comeanioy.” he added

The otganieer ¢ peessed their yj.mmk
0 the Kundassny State Assemiy Office o
contributing food buakets which were dis-
tribnated 1o those in need.

They appealed fos lundisy support (o
continue  Cogansing  coumenily  poo-
pramune i the luture,

‘ulm.h thanked the seganisers for the

tion to oificiate the p and
cealfiemod his commitment (o suppacting
ity indtiatives

Jocal con

“Management acounting empowers
minivries ull'ld:pumunh S0 make beties
decisions based o avalable data, achicve
Best vidoe for money, and eptinise reicutce
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Dam and now the Papar Dam soill la the
pipdine.

“Actually there wis 4 plan 1o have a Bus
iup-.d =, ansportatson (BRT} system dur-
ing the lare Primes Minister Abdull
Badawi's timee which was o loog tiose ag
sud L

“Iewas allocated BM1 billloe but some-
Do % wis not spent, we don't Knuw why,
Sa, In terms of public U.aibpul'n'.lun we
ally very, vey

Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) is 2 high-
Quality poblic wanspoctation system
designed 1o peoide laster and moge effs.
csent bus seovices i cites. It apetates an
dedicated Lanes, has lewer stops, and uses
modern buses to improve speed and el
abilizy.

It was even reported that & GIC,
Wasisan Harta, aow knowa as Qhazanah
Sabah Berhad wis looking into electric
brsses, knd went to visic & factary in Chica
tor the purpose, Warisan Harta was alsa
given the mandite to exploit Sabah's
hypdropowes potential bat did not develap
anythioy substantial then.

S’kan city

status must
involve life
quality: MP

Winnie K:asmlr '-1—

N: The trans-
wards vty
eust be
grounded in the princ-
ple of *People Finst®,
where developasent is
pot merely measured
by wall buldiegs, but
also by the quality of life, education, soctal
modility and ecosomic Justice enjoyed by
all segmenas of soclety.

Libaran Memder of Parliament Datuk
Suhaimi Nasis {pic] said in expressing his
fall suppoet for the annoencemient made
by the Sabah Local Gevernment and Hous-
Loy Ministry together with the Sandakan
Muanicipal Councll {MPS) in their effort to
desyrnate Sandakan as Sabahs second <lty,
alfter Kota Kisabalu.

"This is & strategic and forwaed-chink-
ing mp that not oaly aligns with the
State’s holistic development Bamewoek
but aiso reflects the Government's com-
mitment to strergthening balanced devel-
opanent Detween the west and east ot
regsons of Sabah

"As the MP for a constituency clasely
connected to Sandakan, | wekame this ini-
tiative as in carries grear signlGoance

people in terms of ecanoml
bt e

canasalt Lmith



