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‘Tram servicing Putatan, Kepayan and Kota Kinabalu can

boost tourism’

Published on Daily Express: Wednesday, May 07, 2025
By: David Thien

Kota Kinabalu: Both speakers were not sure why the railway line that used to link Melalap, Tenom to the
Jesselton Wharf was dismantled. But they opined that it would have been an advantage to have a tram
like in Hong Kong and in Australia, running up and down from Putatan, Kepayan to Kota Kinabalu, a
boost to tourists’ interest.

Other than Hong Kong, according to Lo, only freight trains are profitable.

Lo said Sabah’s train service is not reliable. If it is reliable, people would use it, although the State
government would have to subsidise commuter train services as a service to the community and
currently most goods are transported by lorries.

“Commuter trains do not make profit,” Lo said, noting past incidents of derailment, landslides that
blocked the Tenom-Beaufort route, with many villagers using their own makeshift trolley transport
system on the railway.

The Ministry of Industry has announced three industrial parks, and the management wanted to control
the development with their own power and water supply.

Those utility authorities who only want to protect their own turf and the State government would have
to cooperate and make these developments a success.

It was not known how many more feasibility studies have to be done for building the Labuan bridge, if
linked with a high speed train, the Labuan International Airport can be used as another airport to serve
Sabah.

Raja also talked on the need for urban regeneration as the next trend “as many buildings are actually
getting older and coming to the end of their lifespan.”

He cited his experience in managing older buildings and the case of the Sinsuran shopping Complex in
the state capital, ideal for a commercial hotel redevelopment zone area.

Raja opined that the Land Subsidiary Title Enactment is an archaic law that needs to be updated to bring
the mutual consent voting threshold down from 100 per cent for endorsing redevelopment of old
buildings.

“We are not using West Malaysia’s Strata Management Act or the Urban Renewal Act in Sabah,” he said.

He urged that lands should be provided by the State government or its agencies for social housing
schemes, rather than depending on developers to provide affordable housing.
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Both speakers emphasised the importance of having comprehensive information on the resource
potential in all the state’s land areas and gazetted local and structural plans with building information
modelling data, digital maps, geospatial data, utility mapping for newer development, to be ready for
development opportunities, other than funding.

With coordinated data integrated and updated information will boost proper and better development.

This will save a lot of costs in the long run for responsible and effective State planning which is very
important for Sabah’s development.

=END =
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"Sabah Voices to Action - Shaping Sabah's Future Together' is a citizen-driven, non-
partisan initiative running from March to June 2025, dedicated to amplifying Sabahans' voices,
fostering meaningful discussions, and shaping policies on education, healthcare, public
infrastructure, and good governance.

Join the Movement:
https://www.sabar.org.my/action/#join-movement

Podcast Channel:
https: outube.com/@kopitiamcouncil

Contact and Follow Us:

Website: https://sabar.org.my/action/

Email: action@sabar.org.my
Facebook: facebook.com/sabar.org

Instagram: @sabar.org.my
TikTok: @sabar.org.my

Together, we can build a stronger, more inclusive Sabah!
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pme—
‘Tram servicing
Putatan, Kepayan
and KK can
boost tourism’

BOTH speakess were 0od sure why the rail-
way line that used to link Mealap, Tenom
o the feselion Wharl was dismantled. Bat
they oplaed that it woulkd have been an
advantage 1o have & tram like in Hong
Kong and in Awaralia, mnsing up and
Sown fram Puratan, Xepayan (o ¥ots Kin
abalu, 2 boost to tourists” interest. Other
than Hony, Xong, according 1o Lo, caly
freight trains ase praficable

Lo said Sabah’s tradn service & noc ell-
able, I it & seliable, people would wee it
although the State government would
have to subnddise COMMUTES 118N SETVICES
as a seevice to the community and cur-
rently most goods are transpocted by loe-
des

"Comuter traies do not make poof
Lo sald, noting past incdents of deradl-
ment, Landslides thar Blocked the Tenom-
Besudon route, with many villagers using
their own makeshalt trolley nansport sys-
e on the mailwiy

He ald the Jogistics - good and elfl.
cient paats, good road nesworks, rail
warehousing are very important to iadus-
trial devedopment,

The Ministry of Indestty has ansoueced
¢ industrial parks, and the manage-
anted to control the development
with theiz own pawer and water supply
These utility authorities whool
protect thedr own tarf and the Stale gov-
crament wouwdd have to cooperate and
make these developments a success

it o knorem how many o
dies have to be dane for -
ing the Labuan bridge, U linked with a
Nigh speed train, rhe Labean Intermarion
Alrpott can be wsed & anoches sirpoat (o
serve Sabab

Raja also ralked oo the need for wiban
regeneration a5 the next wend *&s masny
.nnhbu,n are actually gecting older and
coming o the end of their lifespan®

He cited his experience In managing
odder bulldings and the case of the Sin.
suran shopping Complex ln the e cap-
stal, deal for & commercial  hotel
redevelopaeent xone area.

Raj opined th
Title Ensctment & an .mh.lh law that
needs to @ the sl
cansent voting theeshold down fram 00
per cent for endocsing redevelopasent of
o basidings.

"We are not usieg West Malaysla’s
Strata Management Act ar the Utban
Renewal Actin Sabuh” he sisd.

e woyged that Linds should be provided

Hle govermanent of lis agencies for

ocial bousing schemes, rather than

depending on dewelopens 1o provide
alfardable howsing

Both speakers emphassed the lmpor-
tance of having compeehensive informa-
ticns an the resource potential in all the
stae’s land areas and gasetted Jocal and
stroctural placs with buskling informa-
tion modelling data, digical mag
dal data, utility mapping
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Expert: Relocation of airport
example of on-off planning

David Thien
KOTA KINABALL: Sabahuns sudlered from
confisson because with every change of
State Government, dc\\clu,;mcm plans
also got changed ar sidelined.

An esample is the replicement alrport
a Kinabalo International Air-
y one of the subjects discussed
ar the NGO Sabar - Koplrians Councsl
"Sahih Veloes to Acthan” podoast, recently.

It wis hosted by talk show stars Adi
and Haffisz oo “Sedah's infrascna nure wnd
Housing Challenges No end in sight
What is boldlag, back progress?™

Chagtered property ssaveyor Sr. Raja
Sundra Li m @ Sunny Kelvin and cn.,,A
neet 1. 1o Choog Chiun were guests.

Rajasaid Jocad plans o€ strwctursd plans
are mostly in draft foems, that means
pothing & lixed, thete s no certal

“Toosormow, the pl.mmn, autharities can

change the plins, ¥ they want 0.

Lo said the local plans or structural
plans are not gazeited.

Raji questioned building or refocating
[0 a pew airpert in Kimanis which has ne

good lnfretructure linkige to the new
wrpor like craveiling to KA.

'l\-up.r willl harve o trawef thaee o foar
howss, and those Irom Kudat may hive to
skeep overnight, incurring msore expenses.

st rail o high speed rail would be
necdad” sald Raji, adding that in his mind
e location s not that sultable athou
it s wery flat in the Kampung Madahan
wres He sisd it is also very close to the
SOGT which is a fire visk haxard arex

“KKEA &6 still able to cater to the alcpoct
pasenges numbers. So now they have got
their sct togesher and said that they will
expand XKLA with more money to cater (o
he yesiny, passenger phume,” Raja said

He neted that in pust, every Stage
government mulled relociting or buildiny
& new alrpoat in Sikuadi, Kudat, Kots Belud
of Tuaran, besides the Kimanis, with bntes-
ested panties Johbying for the project

Raja spoke about the propased Private
Funding Indtiative for rallway which i
2 for courism bt has yet 1o be realised
toe public ranspostation.

The PES government wanted oo bulld &

H VDICES TO ACTIO

dailyexpress

e parking space 2t KKIA belog utilised by visitors

zuilway consection to the Kotz Xisabalu
al Park (KXIP) and the peevious
Smc government wanted to build 1 rail-
way to Kodat with a new interaatiooal

orl. Now there is a prop asal foc a Pan.

orneo railway when the Pan-Bor
Highway can anly be fally complecad by
2009 There was even a proposed sky wain
far the State capital by a politician’in the
past

Lo spoke on the chullengiag problems
0 acquisition for projects in Sabal
i the Lm! & not readily awallable,
then the project jast cannot ick olf. Then
there is the budyget issue.

“The weak Land .qum' o0 Qudinance
needs ta be updated to be more equitable
in pablic interests as the cusvent compen-
sation matter has to be at ares's length

al s0 This i vesy outdated, We need 10
update the law to benelit moce people
from eisser Lnd sequisition

He cited the example of buailding a dam
for water supply which untl teday his not
started after changes in government
Thete was then the peoposed Kasduan

Youths urged to (.hcck voter reglstmtxon status

Irwaty Mellisa

KIOTA KINABALLL Yout®s aged 18 and abowe

e unged 1o check their voter cegistration

statins i preparation fot th 5

Elextion (PRN), expected o

year
T

is call was made by Yobidi Gow
Polatical Secretary 1o (he Deputy Chiel M
ter cuets Migister of Local Covernssent ancd
Housng, wheo wisend the impotisce of
his acthon 1o ensire sieg suppart foe
Gabungan Rakyar Sabah (GSS

He satid & Digggres wies For GBS woudd goar-
e e continuity of devlopucst adrass
Satuby, including in Xundica,

“Political stability is cracial (o cesure sus-
Lainabie devedupetent o e peuple”

He taade the statemnent while sepocsent-
unsaless at the lassch of
and Safe Community Pro-
gramme held i Kampuny Pasiwencal,
vecently

The progrumme browght iogetber kocal
residents and peachy commssatics i an

Yabidi
proventisg
fosd basket
contribu-

tiom

during

the pro-

Lramme.
are Myhdy sinificant o they not eely
increase public kaowledge o6 health s
safety isues but ibo seengtlien the bonds
anoag community members

He abu expresaed approcation o goweii-

s such e the Rasas H..lm
Departnness, Ranis e and Resoue Depar
ment and the Hoyel Malaysia Pelice [T 1 )
Rasau for thedr cooperalion wed wahuble
Evations Chrough ralis sed dessoasine-

effout o mabe amdienos andealtand alety  fons
maticn.
It wis 1 by e K oo

The peagmsame featsed free health

Pinawasasi Residents .\\uulnm in cellad-
oration with (.\. Developesent and

develo o, 10 be ceady Sor

Secarity C xx' of Pinawantai

opporiunitics, other thin h.n.tmx

Wih cooedinaced data integrated and
updated infermation will boast proper
and better development.
This will save & Lot of costs in the long
o for responsible and elfective Stare
-.-nlrj which is very lmportant for
& evelopanent,

i
Accordieg 0 \ul;‘d\ such peageanmines

Embrace manag

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia’s public seccor st
fdly embrace MANAGCmEns accounLin
peactices toenhance national Ssandal

STRANCE, 4153 Acoduntant-General Ny

A gtk

w5 a0 talks an dsease prever
lite safety wsd personad and ceenmunity
safety peactices

Yo added that simdar progransscs
o be hedd cegulacly, with the addition

“Since its roliost in 2020, several min-
istries hive fmplemented masagessent
acconsating effectively. However, as of 2024,
statisties show there = std@l room for

of actavisies sach as meatal heakh awarcs
workadops wad initiatives (o address social
Esues

“Make 0 use of apportunities like
dstrive o ke o village 4 un}.hnh
Bealthy snd sile comemniny,” be added.

The otganiers up.nvd their gracitude
0 the Xundasany State Asemily Offce o
contributing food buakets which were dis-
tribnated (o thoes in o

They appealed fos lundisy support (o
continue  Gigassing coumenily  pro-
wramune i the luture,

\ulmh thanked the seganisers for the

tion (o officiate the o e and
cealfirmod his commitment (o suppocting
Socal community initistives

hligssntor told

“Managesmenl acounting cmpowers
eninivries and depastments 50 make better
decisicns based on avadable data, achicre
\a.aulul ey, mdq.xm
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Dam and now the Papar Dam scill la the
pipciine.

"Actually there wis 4 plan 1o have a Bus
Rapéd Transportatson (BRT) system duar-
ing the late Primes Minister Abdullah
Badawi's timee which was a loag time ago,”
sikd Lo

“Iowas allotated BM1 billloe but some-
Do % wis not spent, we don't knuw why,
Sa, In terms of public transportation, we
are actually very, very far behind ™

Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) is 2 high-
qu public wansporration system
designed 10 peovide Laster and mose effs.
csent hus services ia citbes. It aperates an
dedicated Lanes, has fewer stops, and wses
modetn buses to improve speed and cell-

It was even reported that &
Wasisan Harta, aow knowa as Qh.n.m.d:
Sabab Berhad wis looking into electrsc

¢ 50 visir & factary in Chiga

l::“ <. Warisan Harta was also

given the mandite to exploit Sabah's

bydropowes potential bat did ot develop
anychioy substantial then.

S’kan city

status must
involve life
quality: MP

Winnie Kasmir ﬁ

SANDAKAN: The trans-
fosmation sowards city
status st be
grounded in the princ
ple of “People
where developasent is
pot merely measured
by tall buldiegs, but
aléo by the quality of life, education, sockal
modility and ecosomic Justice enjoyed by
all segments of soclety.

Libaran Memder of Parliament Datuk
Suhkimi Nasis {pic] said in expressing his
fall suppoet for the annoencement made
by the Sabah Local Gesernment and Bous-
Ministry together wich the Sandakan
Muanicipal Councll [ MPS) in their effort to
desynate Sandakan as Sabahs second <lty,
after Kot Kisabalu.

"This is & strategic and forwasd-chink-
lng step that not oaly allgns with the
State’s holistic development Framewoek
bt aiso refleces the Government's com-
mitment (o strergthening balanced devel-
opment between the west and east ot
regaons of Sabah

*As the MP for a conststuency clasely
connected to Sandakan, I wekame this ini-
thative as it carries grear signifcance for
the people in tems of ecanomic, social
o et Lot m et -




