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Kota Kinabalu: Both speakers were not sure why the railway line that used to link Melalap, Tenom to the 
Jesselton Wharf was dismantled. But they opined that it would have been an advantage to have a tram 
like in Hong Kong and in Australia, running up and down from Putatan, Kepayan to Kota Kinabalu, a 
boost to tourists’ interest. 

Other than Hong Kong, according to Lo, only freight trains are profitable. 

Lo said Sabah’s train service is not reliable. If it is reliable, people would use it, although the State 
government would have to subsidise commuter train services as a service to the community and 
currently most goods are transported by lorries. 

“Commuter trains do not make profit,” Lo said, noting past incidents of derailment, landslides that 
blocked the Tenom-Beaufort route, with many villagers using their own makeshift trolley transport 
system on the railway. 

The Ministry of Industry has announced three industrial parks, and the management wanted to control 
the development with their own power and water supply. 

Those utility authorities who only want to protect their own turf and the State government would have 
to cooperate and make these developments a success. 

It was not known how many more feasibility studies have to be done for building the Labuan bridge, if 
linked with a high speed train, the Labuan International Airport can be used as another airport to serve 
Sabah. 

Raja also talked on the need for urban regeneration as the next trend “as many buildings are actually 
getting older and coming to the end of their lifespan.” 

He cited his experience in managing older buildings and the case of the Sinsuran shopping Complex in 
the state capital, ideal for a commercial hotel redevelopment zone area. 

Raja opined that the Land Subsidiary Title Enactment is an archaic law that needs to be updated to bring 
the mutual consent voting threshold down from 100 per cent for endorsing redevelopment of old 
buildings. 

“We are not using West Malaysia’s Strata Management Act or the Urban Renewal Act in Sabah,” he said. 

He urged that lands should be provided by the State government or its agencies for social housing 
schemes, rather than depending on developers to provide affordable housing.    



  
 

 

Both speakers emphasised the importance of having comprehensive information on the resource 
potential in all the state’s land areas and gazetted local and structural plans with building information 
modelling data, digital maps, geospatial data, utility mapping for newer development, to be ready for 
development opportunities, other than funding.  

With coordinated data integrated and updated information will boost proper and better development.  

This will save a lot of costs in the long run for responsible and effective State planning which is very 
important for Sabah’s development. 
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"Sabah Voices to Action - Shaping Sabah's Future Together" is a citizen-driven, non-
partisan initiative running from March to June 2025, dedicated to amplifying Sabahans' voices, 
fostering meaningful discussions, and shaping policies on education, healthcare, public 
infrastructure, and good governance. 

 
𝗝𝗼𝗶𝗻 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗠𝗼𝘃𝗲𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁: 
https://www.sabar.org.my/action/#join-movement 
 
𝗣𝗼𝗱𝗰𝗮𝘀𝘁 𝗖𝗵𝗮𝗻𝗻𝗲𝗹: 
https://youtube.com/@kopitiamcouncil 
 
𝗖𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗮𝗰𝘁 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗙𝗼𝗹𝗹𝗼𝘄 𝗨𝘀: 
 
𝗪𝗲𝗯𝘀𝗶𝘁𝗲: https://sabar.org.my/action/ 
𝗘𝗺𝗮𝗶𝗹: action@sabar.org.my 
𝗙𝗮𝗰𝗲𝗯𝗼𝗼𝗸: facebook.com/sabar.org 
𝗜𝗻𝘀𝘁𝗮𝗴𝗿𝗮𝗺: @sabar.org.my 
𝗧𝗶𝗸𝗧𝗼𝗸: @sabar.org.my 
 
𝗧𝗼𝗴𝗲𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗿, 𝘄𝗲 𝗰𝗮𝗻 𝗯𝘂𝗶𝗹𝗱 𝗮 𝘀𝘁𝗿𝗼𝗻𝗴𝗲𝗿, 𝗺𝗼𝗿𝗲 𝗶𝗻𝗰𝗹𝘂𝘀𝗶𝘃𝗲 𝗦𝗮𝗯𝗮𝗵! 
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https://www.facebook.com/sabar.org?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWgtz-8MCxAqMhfp1kcGrFIeQNJPtl6NAp9Ry7k40Eb7EbPq4Y_pFC3OaDam0PppOjSxowCyODFn8KacdGqDF6xyo1cCOtrGw7MUT8twqjs7MKVRp8Jgl3aWZPXZNH4w4tFvJfW46zcLqVkOfpa2rUF-yJTciSWHHOLPN0Y96gaM90LAnMj72_G4G2IbU-LNH8JJj24RSrZMBfGO8mPwDXf&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsabar.org.my%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2okxKjNEdJRJGRbEkkaWj-FVH4CZzbwzUchMMNrTI8YwYnC7Zy36K1lo4_aem_qJt8UK5dFxzyrucwp5k61w&h=AT0A1IgBJI04xjQPR3Yf3KASuD4QNgU1m00mPna_RTcy3QKxHSbgFQufYECY8kt-GHgcN1UQqJJhGkbNUAzZsAAlAsR6fI_vzBPmTzjQkp6k8uqogHHrmY1Ne2Tj4NXWxV-NYEDO_ks_EvI&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT28FxM7TNTJA-jCyWIhqto6j9AQyNk0b8_YLY39yewZp6v9rjdYDZSMpL0xIT_Iu4AMS360F7-Xdg1ES9E6v4-69_2JtPKFwdp64TAob3wwbnw9Jzflywb5kqwkEwTbgtnH4lClINJ6iCaSI_90PE3Y8mBUrCuAckR9R9na7g-BOAMKGq0DDZNawT7hWbATJcWozMpWNobHDITP8Vh5QUps86qbMaw
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